
Brother Knights, 

The world is losing languages all 
the time.  Small populations all over 
the world developed their own dia-
lects over the ages and spoke in 
ways outsiders would not under-
stand.  In the past century as the 
world has become smaller and 
communication has become easier, 
many of those dialects spoken by 
isolated communities have been 
lost.  There is still a long way to go, but the question can be 
asked: Will there one day be just one language? 

The answer is probably not.  It is good to see groups mak-
ing strong efforts to maintain the traditional languages.  
Examples can be found in Ireland, Wales, and other areas 
where the historic language is taught in school and spoken 
by many.  

The same pattern can be found in Religion.  Many tribal 
and animist religions are being lost as the world becomes 
more modern.  Unlike language, this is a good thing if those 
people giving up their religious beliefs replace them with 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Fr. Mark Hughes 
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F R .  M A R K  H U G H E S  

Grand Knight Heim 

Christmas at the Council is celebrated for all ages  at several parties.  At Seniors’ 
party  were: Santa ( James Taylor), Fr. Keith Burne y, Fr. Ryan Pineda, Office 

Oliver Janney, Bob Waters, and Br. Ed Adams.  See p ages 7 and 11. 
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faith in Jesus Christ.  We believe that Jesus’ 
death and resurrection were the salvific mo-
ments that brought hope for Eternal life with 
God for all people in the world for all time.  It is 
the job of the Church to help people under-
stand that truth, and to invite them to join the 
community of disciples who accept this theol-
ogy. 

This is the ultimate work of the Church and 
behind all we do.  The Knights of Columbus do 
heroic work in support of people less fortunate 
than us, such as the handicapped and the 
younger generation.  The foundation of this 
work is two-fold: the compassion of Jesus and 
the desire to make the entire world one in His 
name. 

As we begin a new calendar year, let us reflect 
on these two reasons we work hard at living 
our faith and offering support to others.  May 
our efforts be successful in bringing people to 
Jesus in our Catholic tradition. 

Vivat Jesus! 
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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

Promoting the Canonization of Venerable Michael McGivney  
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The 2017 Maryland State Convention will be held May 5, 
6 and 7, at the Princess Royale Oceanfront Resort in 
Ocean City.  Room reservations must be made through 
the convention website at www.mdkocconvention.org 
beginning Monday, January 9.  Room priority will be 
given to Grand Knights and voting delegates. 

Information regarding convention registration, room res-
ervations, activities, convention schedule are all forms 
are available on the convention website.  If you have any 
questions, contact John Trainor, Convention Chairman at 
443-744-3609 or by email at jetrain@qis.net . 
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Around the Lounge

Don’t forget that we are selling 50/50 tickets to offset the 
cost of some new bar stools.  Tickets are $25 and the 
winner will receive $1,250.  In addition we are selling 
plaques for $100 to go on
be in
your council.
and dedicate a stool.

The new Friday
new menu including
wiches, quesadillas, chicken tenders, wings, pizza and 
more.

Fall and Sports 

Come and watch the Redskins, Terps and all big games 
on our several TV sets.  The seating is great, the food 
and drink inexpensive, and the camaraderie exceptional.  
It is the best deal in Bethesda.

Up-Coming Attractions

On Friday,
ing Ted Garber
instrumentalist whose “BluesAmericanaRock” combines 
classic showmanship with a captivating singer
sensibility. His smoky, bluesy vocals, howling harmonica 

Worthy Brothers All, 

Lady Mary and I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas, 
found time with family/friends and are now into a great new 
year!  We are at the halfway point of our Columbian year 
and I hope your programs and membership activities have 
been successful so far.  Let me know if I can assist you in 
any way.   

In our District this month, there will be an Admission (1/10), 
a Formation (1/12) and a Knighthood (1/20) Degree at Rock 
Creek Council, so bring in some new Knights, or advance 
yourself (or others) to the next degree.  For the Knighthood 
Degree candidates should report at 6:30 PM (the doors 
close at 7:30).  For the other degrees, candidates should ar-
rive at 7:30 PM for the degree at 8:00.   

We are starting to plan for our next District swing dance 
which will be on February 10th at Rock Creek Mansion.  Due 
to a scheduling issue we are changing to the second Friday 
of the month. 

The new year brings many upcoming activities.  The DC 
March for Life is coming up on Friday, January 27, and we 
hope it will be the biggest turnout to date!  The Knights meet 
up between 11:00 AM and 11:30 at 14th Street and Madison 
Drive NW, DC (Federal Triangle or Smithsonian Metro Sta-
tions).  Look for the big blue KofC banner.  The event 
should be over by around 3 PM.  Hope to see you there! 

The next day (January 28) is the Special Olympics Polar 
Bear Plunge at Sandy Point State Park in Annapolis.  
Knights are needed to help with parking and work the 
boardwalk games.  If you are interested, sign up for a shift 
or all day on this Survey Monkey site:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2017PBO  

The MD KofC State Basketball Free Throw will be on Febru-
ary 19 from 12 noon to 3:30 PM at Archbishop Spaulding 
High School (8080 New Cut Road in Severn MD 21144).  If 
you have questions email/call Joe Massimini, joe-
massi@comcast.net, 240.977.0402 or Mike Ragolio, 
MCRagolio@verizon.net, 443.520.3517. 

The Patriotic Degree Exemplifications are rapidly approach-
ing.  If you or one of your brother Knights wants to advance 
to the 4th Degree, the paperwork (with fees) needs to be 
submitted NOW. There are three Exemplifications in the 
next few months; the Priests Exemplification at the Saint 
John Paul II Shrine on February 25 and the AWD Exemplifi-
cation on March 25.  If you need a reason to go to Ocean 
City in early March, there is also the Maryland District Ex-
emplification on March 4th at the beach.  For more informa-
tion, talk to any 4th Degree Knight contact Neil Dorian at 
neildoriankc@yahoo.com or email me at joe@stewart.cc . 

Hope to see you soon at an upcoming event. 
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District Deputy No. 18 
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Football, Basketball and You 

The Skins may be waiting until next year, but you can 
watch all of this year’s action in the Lounge — the wild-
card round, the divisional rounds, the NFC and AFC 
championships, and finally the Super Bowl on February 
5.   

The many large-screen TVs, companions and ready 
food make the Lounge a great place to see the end of 
the football season.   

And don’t forget that basketball is in full swing.  All the 
big games can be seen in the Lounge. 

Tickets and Squares 

Tickets and squares are on sale now for the 2017 Su-
per Bowl.  Premium tickets are $50 and get you one 
admission and a square in the block pool.  Squares pay 
$400 for each the 1st, 2nd and 3rd quarters, and $1000 
for the final quarter.  Every touching square receives 
$50.  Regular tickets are $20 for one admission, which 
includes limited open bar and super buffet.  Mark your 
calendar and make plans to watch the big game with 
your friends at the lounge. 

Ted Garber Returns with Live Music  

Ted Garber will be 
back with his blues 
Americana rock style.  
Come and enjoy his 
smokey, bluesy vo-
cals, howling harmon-
ica riffs and screaming 
guitar licks.  Ted will 
be here on Friday, 
January 13 beginning 
at 9:00 PM. 

Swing Dance Series  

The Swing Dance series will resume on February 10th.  
Watch for more details. 

Don’t Forget 

Sign up for the listserve.  Make sure you get the emails 
about special events and food in the Lounge. 

It’s your lounge.  Have fun — And don't forget to sign 
the BOOK! 

Lounge phone: 301-530-1628 

Mike Horan: 240-793-1169 

Hours:  Monday Thru Thursday 2-10 
Friday 2-Midnight, Saturday 2-11, Sunday 2-8, 

Meeting Nights 1-8 

��������	 �
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 CULTURE OF LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Culture of Life Chaircouple 
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What is the Fourth Degree? 

Religiously Devoted, Patriotically Proud  

For most men who follow Our Lord, there comes a time when duty extends beyond our own lives and into how they 
serve their fellow man.  That's what our Order is all about.  The Patriotic Degree allows K of C members to take this 
one step further and serve the nation as well as the Church.  "Sir Knight" is more than a title — it’s an honor.. 

Proudly Serving the Country  

Knights of the Patriotic Degree glorify God by serving our communities and nations as though Christ were the one 
being served. 

Unwavering Support of the Faith  

Knights of the Patriotic Degree hold unwaveringly to what is right and honorable, working to keep God in the civic 
arena, serving the life of the Church, and defending laws that recognize the sanctity of life and true religious liberty. 

Standing Firm in Support of the Order  

Knights of the Patriotic Degree are dedicated to the personal development and continued honor of brother Knights.  
They are always there to offer leadership, guidance, and encouragement 

Honoring the Legacy of Knighthood  

The Color Corps is an elective division of the Patriotic Degree that presents a visible reminder of our service to the 
community. 

Serving Those Who Served 

When our country needed them the nation’s veterans answered the call to serve.  Now members of the Fourth De-
gree are being called to serve our veterans through a new program: “Serving Those Who Served.”  The goal is to 
have an active corps of Knights serving as volunteers at every Veteran’s Administration medical facility in the nation.  

Developing Military Chaplains 

The military is extremely short of Catholic chaplains to serve the needs of men and women on duty and their families.  
The Knights of Columbus, through the Fourth Degree, is raising funds to help educate men who are willing to serve 
both the Church in general and the military in particular as priests.  See page 8 of this issue of the Chatter for a fuller 
explanation. 
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March for Life Kick-Off Lecture  

  

CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

The Catholic Church teaches, in Canon 1398 of Canon 
Law, that a person who procures a successful abortion 
incurs an automatic excommunication.  In order to sup-
port the gravity of this sin, initially, it would require a 
bishop or a designated special confessor to grant absolu-
tion.  Recently, Pope Francis has decreed that a priest 
may do this.  

Recently, Cardinal Wuerl, by his own definition, stated 
that he was a “dissenter”, under Popes John Paul II and 
Pope Benedict XVI, concerning communion be given to 
pro-abortion Catholic politicians.  Now Cardinal Wuerl, 
finds fault with those brother cardinals who support not 
distributing communion to those individuals who have 
married, then divorced and now are remarried.  It is obvi-
ous that he is a follower of Cardinal Kasper, of Germany, 
who has already placed this into practice.  Cardinal Wuerl 
has stated, “Dissent is perhaps something we will always 
have, lamentable as it is, but we will always have Peter 
and his successors as the rock and touchstone of both 
our faith and our unity”. 

More recently, some religious have documented that 
Pope Francis has been influenced by the General Con-
gregation of the Jesuits to praise Bernard Haring as a 
true mentor.  Haring is a priest who for decades has pro-
posed and promoted what we would call “dissenting the-
ology”.  This individual, with others like him, had faulted 
Popes Paul VI and John Paul II.  The group encouraged 
Catholics to think for themselves and to resist the teach-
ings of these popes.  Now, we find Pope Francis “praising 
those who do not affirm the definitive moral teachings of 
the Catechism”. It seems that now the gates of Hell 
should swing wide open to allow those who practice the 

above mentioned concepts, to pass through.  

As noted by some of our clergy, “we now see bishops 
ambivalent towards pro-life”.  It has been stated that the 
two Synods on the Family had been “stacked with bish-
ops desiring to ignore or dismiss the magisterial teaching 
of John Paul II.”  We may find that these changes are be-
ing promoted under that which has been praised as the 
“Church of Francis.”  We should all pray for the defense 
of the “timeless infallible moral teaching of our Church 
and protect the People of God from ongoing confu-
sion”,according to Father Peter Milchell, H.E.D., a priest 
of the Diocese of Green Bay.  

Four cardinals have written to Pope Francis asking for a 
clarification n several issues.  The Pope has not erspond-
edand the cardinals made their request public.  Msgr. Vito 
Pinto, head of the Vatican highest appeals court, criti-
cized these cardinals, saying that their comments are 
equal to a “slap in the face to the Pope”.  To truly find 
fault with these four cardinals, the Monsignor did state 
that almost the majority of the first synod and two-thirds 
majority in the second synod had approves what Pope 
Francis is attempting to pass.  Should this be the case, I 
feel that the Catholic Church could be in some trouble.  

Recently, our Holy Father told the 17 new cardinals that 
there is “no place for Catholics with the virus of polariza-
tion and animosity in our hearts but that they must be 
messengers of forgiveness and reconciliation”.  As I am 
writing this, I think of what our Holy Father meant when 
he said “Who am I to Judge”.  I am sure that those words 
may also apply to me.  

God Bless. 

Knight of the Month 

Congratulations to Wes Chin who is our January 
2017 Knight of the Month!   
Wes does so many things for the Council.  In November, 
Wes cooked up half a dozen turkeys for our Thanksgiving 
Dinner.  In December, Wes 
helped organize and volun-
teered for our District Christ-
mas Party.  In addition to that, 
Wes writes all the semi-annual 
reports that are submitted to 
State which always yields our 
council many awards during 
the State Convention held in 
May.  He also helps out greatly 
on the Teachers Appreciation 
Dinner.  Thanks, Wes, for all 
you do to help the Council!  
Enjoy that Knight of the Month 
parking spot and $20 in lounge 
gift certificates.   

 
 
 

Rock Creek Council is once again privileged to 
host the March for Life Kickoff Lecture 

organized by Defend Life 

The Honorable Robert K. Dornan (former 
seven-term congressman, radio host, movie 
and TV star, Air Force veteran who served in 

Vietnam) will speak about: 

 President Trump’s Pro-Life Agenda 

He will be preceded by David Bereit, founder of 
40 Days for Life, who will speak remotely 

The event, on Friday, January 13, begins at 
7:30 PM.  All are welcome. 
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Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle Assembly, 
No. 386 

Happy New Year!   We picked up a 
few potential members over the 
holidays.  Thanks to all the broth-
ers who continue to recruit men 
into the Order.  Of course, these 
interested men won't be members 
until they participate in the Admis-
sion Degree program.  We have 
one scheduled for January 10th at 
the Mansion.  Candidates should 
arrive by 7:30 PM in the Lounge. 

For those who currently are 1st or 
2nd degree members, you can 
advance to the 2nd degree on January 12 and to the 3rd 
on January 20.. 

Let 's continue our membership momentum in 2017 and 
get as many Catholic men as we can to join up.  

Upcoming Degrees 
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JimJimJimJim    
Jim Bergmann 
Membership and Retention Chairman 

Membership Corner 

Jim Bergmann 
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On December 16, some 40 children and about an equal numbers of parents and friends came to the District 18 Fam-
ily Christmas Party.  Hosted by Rock Creek, there were members from St. Joseph Manyanet, Mater Dei, and St. 
Elizabeth (including Msgr. Bill Parent) councils.  The children had fun with face painting, balloons being twisted into 
various shapes, playing musical chairs, receiving gifts and prizes, and meeting with Santa.  A 50-50 raffle raised 
$210, the pick a prize raffle raised about $140, and the silent auction brought in about $40.  The proceeds will go to 
the Holy Cross sisters in Uganda.  Everybody had a fun-filled afternoon. 
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Military Chaplain Scholarship Program 

The Knights of Columbus has established a scholarship 
program to help fund the education of seminarians pre-
paring to become Catholic chaplains in the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 

The program is in the process of distributing $1 million in 
scholarship money to the Archdiocese for the Military Ser-
vices, USA, over a period of five years at a rate of 
$200,000 per year.  These funds, in turn, are helping to 
produce a new generation of much-needed Catholic 
chaplains to minister to U.S. military personnel and their 
families.  Fundraising for the Orderwide project is led by 
the Fourth Degree, the patriotic degree of the Knights. 

Catholics in uniform face religious hardships, having to go 
weeks — and sometimes months — without being able to 
attend Mass or receive spiritual guidance from a priest.  It 
can be very difficult for Catholic members of the armed 
forces when they're on forward deployments. 

The U.S. military archdiocese, which supplies Catholic 
chaplains, estimates that it needs 800 priests to fully 
serve all of the Catholic men and women in uniform to-
day, but they are only able to supply 280 — barely a third 
of the number needed. 

The military chaplain scholarship aims to provide a solu-
tion to this problem.  According to Archbishop Timothy P. 
Broglio of the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA, 
the scholarship money is being dedicated to the archdio-
cese's "Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program," which was 
initiated to recruit priestly vocations for the military for the 
benefit of the armed forces as well as participating dio-

ceses and religious orders throughout the country.  
Through this program, the military archdiocese contracts 
with each participating diocese to fund 50 percent of the 
cost of a seminarian's five-year education — typically 
$12,500 per year. In return, the candidate agrees that, 
following ordination and three years of service at a parish, 
he will commit to serve as a military chaplain under the 
auspices of the military archdiocese for a minimum of 
three to five years. 

So far, the Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program has seen 
impressive results. Since its inception, the initiative has 
garnered an increase in co-sponsored seminarians, from 
seven in 2008 to 30 in 2010. 

"These results, while extraordinary, place a large financial 
burden on the archdiocese, which annually generates 
only enough funds — 95 percent from donations — to 
cover its operating costs," said Archbishop Broglio, who 
joined the Order in 2007 while serving as the apostolic 
nuncio of the Dominican Republic. "The archdiocese has 
no funds on hand to meet the long-term contractual com-
mitments of the Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program, es-
pecially if, as it is hoped, the numbers continue to grow." 

"Thanks to the generosity of the Knights of Columbus, 
this military chaplain scholarship will help fill this need for 
years to come," Broglio added.  "The Knights of Colum-
bus, over many years, has been most generous in provid-
ing much-needed financial support to this archdiocese.... 
[This] is but the latest instance of the organization's gen-
erosity. For that, I am most grateful." 
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There are many fine life insur-
ance companies in the market-
place today.  So why should 
you entrust your life insurance 
needs, and those of your fam-
ily to the Knights of Columbus? 

In their rating report on the 
Knights of Columbus, Standard 
& Poor’s states that it’s “AAA” 
rating is based upon the fol-

lowing strengths: extremely strong capital, very strong 
competitive position, extremely strong liquidity and his-
torically strong profitability. 

I would suggest that a principal reason that we were able 
to achieve those accolades, along with what S&P de-
scribed as “a distinct competitive advantage, a loyal cus-
tomer base and a unique rapport with clients” is because 
we remain steadfastly committed to the vision of Father 
Michael J. McGivney, Protecting Families for Generations 
by means of “life insurance by brother Knights for brother 
Knights.” 

That commitment is an essential core value of the 
Knights of Columbus, and our core values permeate all 
levels of our marketing program.  Our Marketing Code of 

Ethics is modeled after the Ten Commandments and in-
cludes statements such as, “Thou shall present honestly 
and accurately, all facts necessary to enable a member 
to make an informed decision.” 

Our ethical principles for marketing are summed up by 
our Golden Rule: “In all my professional relationships, I 
pledge myself to the following rule of conduct: I shall, in 
light of all conditions surrounding those I serve, render 
that service which, under the same circumstances, I 
would apply to myself.” 

That’s what you can expect from me, your professional 
Knights of Columbus field agent.  I welcome the opportu-
nity to present to you and your wife, honestly and accu-
rately, all facts necessary for you to make a sound life 
insurance decision.  I will render that service which, un-
der the same circumstances, I would apply to myself. 

You can reach me at 240-305-6996 or at mi-
chael.patten@kofc.org.  Call me.  Let’s talk. 

M IC HAEL  PAT T EN  
Fraternal Benefits Advisor 

240-305-6996 
michael.pat ten 

@kofc.org  

���	��������������� �

Michael Patten 
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

����1-3�
��/��)�
 

CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Mark Hughes—301-942-2333, x-109 
Deacon Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

Deacon John Shewmaker—301-986-8658 
 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Richard Heim—240-888-1240 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
James Schneider— 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Charles F. Gormly -- 

 

WARDEN 
John Schneider— 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
F. Douglas Yeatman—301-785-3747 

 

RECORDER 
Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK—301-469-6099 

 

TREASURER 
Terence P. Ryan, PGK—301-215-9197 

 

ADVOCATE 
Joseph Murphy, PGK—301-728-1316 

 

INSIDE GUARD 
Gregory P. Curtin—301-654-5543 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
William R. Ruane—301-530-6755 

 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year—Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 

2-Year—James A. Caulfield—301-365-2580 
3-Year—Gary Biggs—301-466-9727 

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Michael Horan, PGK—240-793-1169 

 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK—301-469 - 6099 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
— 

 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
Michael Horan, PGK—240-793-1169 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
— 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
— 

 

MEMBERSHIP AND RETENTION 
Jim Bergmann—301-346-4310 

 

LECTURER 
Van Williams— 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Joseph Doniger, PGK—240-566-2150 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Gregory Curtin—301-654-5543 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 

 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
— 

 

WEBMASTER 
Matthew Flynn—301-942-8491 

 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES 
LOUNGE—301-530-1628 

KAY-CEE CLUB —301-530-0258 
RENTAL COORDINATOR 
Julie Carter—240-426-1220 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

Seniors’ Friday Night Supper Gathering in the Loung e 
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ROCK  CREEK  COUNCIL  CALENDAR  H IGHLIGHTS  
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1 
 
      
    

2 3 4 5 6 
 
 

7 
 

8 9 
 

10 

 
 

1st Degree 
7:30 PM 

11 12 
 

Rosary 7:30 PM 
2nd Degree Mtg 

8:00 PM 

13 
Defend Life 

Talk 7:30 PM 

Music in 
Lounge 9 PM 

14 
 

15 
 

 

16 

 
17 18 

 
K-C Club 
7:00 PM  

19 
 

O’Boyle Assem. 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
Meeting 8:00 PM 

20 

 

3rd Degree 
7:30 PM 

21 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
Social Meeting 

8:00 PM 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

 

Non Profit 
Organization 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information, 
check the website 

www.rockcreekmansion.com 

Schedule a tour by calling 

Julie Carter 
240-426-1220 

A Private Party Site in the 
Heart of Bethesda 

 

Excellent location near the 
Capital Beltway, just north 

of NIH. 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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Stamp 
Here 

Epiphany 

Solemnity of 
Mary 


