
Wonderful, Wonderful, Wonderful 
was the Maryland State Council’s early 
March bus trip to New Haven, Conn. to 
visit the Knights of Columbus’s Head-
quarters, Museum, and St. Mary’s 
Church where the Knights’ Order was 
founded.  Accommodations, food, trans-
portation and travel companions were 
all great.  

Headquarters is a 22-story sky-
scraper.  There we find our Orders’ Su-
preme Officer, our $60 billion insurance 
company and The Father McGivney 
Guild.  We were most cordially escorted to the top floor for a 
panoramic view of New Haven and its environs, which I must say 
isn’t that great on a hazy day and after one has done the same in 
Baltimore.  From the top we journeyed through a huge stainless 
steel kitchen, they certainly must eat well, to reach the Supreme’s 
luxurious office, one befitting the head of a 1.7 million member 
Order and a major insurance company.  We had fun taking pic-
tures there. Next was a visit to the Chapel and that was an eye 
opener.  The walls are bright yellow and the faces of the painted 
figures that adorn the Chapel are at best, in my view, strange.  I 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights, 
  
We are all too familiar with the story 
of the prodigal son.   
Did you ever consider that that story 
is repeated endlessly in the sacra-
ment of reconciliation?  Our Triune 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit- 
through the priest, forgives us our 
sins.  No matter what they are.  The 
scenario that was presented to us in 
the parable of the prodigal son is one 
that is repeated time and time again 

as people return to the Lord seeking his comfort and reconcilia-
tion.  No one is ever turned away. 

Perhaps we can see a little bit of ourselves in the son who 
left his family to seek fame and fortune.  When the repentant sin-
ner realized that he had made a dreadful mistake, he returned to 
his father and humbly asked forgiveness.  Not only does the fa-
ther forgive the son, he throws a great feast to celebrate his home-
coming. There is a profound lesson here; reconciliation is not 
only possible but desirable as well.  Just as the father lovingly 
forgives his son so does God forgive us.  Just as God forgives us, 

(Continued on page 9) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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Grand Knight Morris 

Feardorcha O’Seelman, Áine Doibín, Roibeaird o’hUisce and Dairíne O’Colmáin (AKA Fred 
Seelman, Ann Doby, Bob Waters and Darlene Coleman) having a grand time and enjoying plenty 
of Irish fare at our Council’s last St. Patrick’s Day Dance on Saturday, March 17.  Oh, did you ever 
miss something! See more photos on page 10. 
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From the District Deputy 
 

April is a wonderful month!  After the dismal up and down weather we have been 
subjected to, I look forward to more sunshine and lighter breezes.  Most importantly, we 
celebrate the foundation of our religion as we celebrate the risen Lord!   

For the Grand Knights, just a few simple major reports are due to the State.  I per-
sonally thank each Grand Knight and Council for their on time submissions of these re-
ports.  It makes life a lot easier for the District Deputy.   

Our State Deputy Edgar D. Haynes KCHS has consistently stated that he wants all 
Councils to be “Star Councils.”  Each of our Councils has a chance to meet this goal.  
As usual, the issue gets down to recruiting new members and adding insurance mem-
bers.  If you have an interest card, make certain you call back within a week to express 
your interest in having the person become a Knight.  The District has a First Degree 
scheduled for every month remaining in the year, so the opportunity to meet the most 
difficult Star Council is within your reach.   

This month we also celebrate the death of Blessed Francis Page, S.J.  Born into a 
wealthy Protestant English family, he clerked for a Catholic lawyer.  Francis fell in love 
with the lawyer’s daughter, but she would not marry him until he became a Catholic...  
After receiving instructions from a Jesuit priest who was imprisoned in London’s Clink 
Prison, he abandoned the thought of marriage and decided to become a Jesuit.  WOW!  
After ordination he escaped the priest hunters for few years.  Captured and convicted of 
treason, he was condemned to be hanged, drawn, and quartered.  Those who sacrifice 
themselves for the faith are truly an inspiration. 

 Mary, Queen of the Knights, pray for us 
God bless America 
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Welcome to my Corner! 
 
 Have you heard about the Ladies Auxil-
iary annual Card Party?  Plans are in 
place, flyers have been distributed, and 
announcements will soon appear in 
neighboring parish bulletins.  All we need 
are attendees! 
 The party will be held on SATURDAY, 
APRIL 14th at the Council home, from 1-4 
PM.  Please join us for an enjoyable af-
ternoon of card playing (bridge, canasta, 
pinochle or game of your choice).  All are 
welcome, including men!  (How about 
bringing your poker pals, men?!)  We will 
have delicious desserts, many door prizes, 
and a Basket of Cheer raffle. 
 It has been our custom to make this event 
a benefit and each year we make a gener-
ous donation to a deserving organization 
from our receipts.  This year 
we chose Fischer House at Bethesda Na-
val Hospital.  Many of the injured service 
personnel returning from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan are from other parts of the 
country and are brought to Bethesda Na-
val for extensive rehabilitation.  Fischer 
House is a welcome guest house facility 
for families to stay while visiting their 
loved ones.  We feel they deserve special 
consideration and assistance. 
 To make a reservation, please call Anne 
Murphy at 301-762-2418 or Helen Fin-
cutter at 301-530-1690.  The price is 
$8.00 per person, $32 for a table of 4.  
Again, the date is SATURDAY, APRIL 
14th from 1-4 PM. 
 
 I look forward to seeing you there! 
  God bless! 

������� �

didn’t think the Chapel was very condu-
cive to prayer.  

I must also admit that I was a bit dis-
appointed in my visit because I was look-
ing forward to hearing a speaker or two 
who would give us some insights into the 
various aspects of, or answer questions 
concerning  KoC operations relating to us 
peons working in the Councils.  From the 
looks of things I would say they could af-
ford to pay to have someone come in on a 
Saturday and talk to visiting pilgrims.  In 
fact one wag concluded “I think we are 
sending these people too much money.”   

Next we walked a few blocks to the 
first class KoC Museum.  This offered a 
marvelous view of thing past and I believe 
every one thoroughly enjoyed their visit. 
Our final visit took us to St. Mary’s 
Church, Father McGivney’s parish church 
where he founded our Order.  Beautifully 
renovated, it now is the second oldest oper-
ating church in the United States.  We had 
an excellent tour guide and this together 
with a prayerful Mass and an awareness of 
being where Father McGivney had 

founded the Knights gave everyone a feel-
ing of pride for the Knights and our Order. 

In these regards I would remind our 
readers that there is a beatification process 
underway for Father McGivney and a 
Guild has been established to support this 
effort.  This month’s Chatter has a flyer 
from the Guild which explains its function 
and its need for new members to share in 
the mission of making known Father’s life 
and work and encouraging devotions to his 
memory. The Guild is especially interested 
in receiving reports of favors received 
through Father’s intercession. We hope 
that you will enroll. There are no charges 
and you will receive a newsletter. 

Meanwhile back at the Council we are 
moving ahead with plans for this year’s 
18th Teachers Appreciation and Awards 
Night.  To help defray the costs of this 
event we will again have our annual raffle.  
You probably have received raffle tickets 
by now and we hope that you will purchase 
one or more.  On April 26 State Senator B. 
Frosh and Attorney R. McCarthy will dis-
cuss with us Problems of Juvenile Justice.   

As you probably have seen we are in 
the midst of our yearly Membership Blitz.  

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  
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The Ladies Auxiliary 

of  Rock Creek Council  
invite you to join us for 
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Knights of Columbus 

Rock Creek Council #2797 
5417 West Cedar Lane 

Bethesda, MD 20817 
 

$8.00 PER PERSON 
Reserve your Table Now for $32.00 

Reservations:  Anne Murphy – 301-762-2418 
 

The Charity we will donate to will be 
The Fischer House 

A residential facility for families of injured service personnel 
(while they are undergoing rehabilitation)  



ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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McNamara Chapter 
Of Grand Knights 

 
The April Chapter meeting will be 

held at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Council No. 9968 on Wednesday, April 
18, at the Church’s hall, 22381 Three 
Notch Rd., Lexington Park, MD  20653. 
The theme for this meeting will be 
PREPARE TO BE GRAND KNIGHT. 
As usual, State Officers will be present 
and willing to discuss and explain a 
variety of activities of our Order. 

For further details, please contact 
Grand Knight Morris. 
 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
FOURTH  DEGREE 

 

Meets monthly at Fr. Rosensteel 
Council, #2169 at 8:00 pm, with Rosary 
beginning at 7:30 pm.  

The regularly scheduled meeting 
for the month of April will be on Thurs-
day the 19th.  All 4th Degree members 
from our Council are always welcome 
and encouraged to attend. 

For more details contact our Grand 
Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK, 
PFN Larry Grayson. 
 

Maryland  
State Council News   

 
The Maryland State Council pre-

pares a series of activities to enhance 
and help the success of every Council in 
the State; thus, a series of meetings are 
held statewide geared to Officers, to 
Activities Directors and chairmen, Fi-
nancial Secretaries and Grand Knights. 

 
Other activities include: 

 
· April 21—Cardinal’s Charity Ball 
· May 18-20—109th State Conven-

tion at Ocean City 
· June 30—Installation of State Offi-

cers and District Deputies 
 

All Knights are encouraged to at-
tend the State Convention next month.  
There will be planned activities for 
wives and for children.  Bring the entire 
family! 

 

NEWS FROM  SUPREME  

Knights Celebrated 
125th Anniversary on March 29  
 

 The Knights of Columbus marked its 
125th anniversary March 29, 2007. Founded 
in 1882 by Father Michael J. McGivney, 
along with a few parishioners in the basement 
of St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, Con-
necticut, we grew to an international organi-
zation of more than 1.7 million members. 

The Knights of Columbus is also one of 
the most successful fraternal benefit socie-
ties in American history, providing life in-
surance and related products for the finan-
cial welfare of members and their families. 

The K of C has not only remained true 
to its founding principles of charity, unity 
and fraternity, but also included patriotism 
as a fourth principle by which its members 
are to be defined. The organization is re-
nowned for its dedicated support of both 
church and country. Its councils are largely 
parish-based and provide regular support to 
their local church and community. 

The efforts and contributions of the 
councils tally to significant amounts. In 
2005 (the last period for which data has been 
compiled), the K of C donated more than 
$139 million and 64 million hours of volun-
teer service to charitable causes. Among 
these contributions was $10 million in relief 
assistance to Gulf Coast residents and 
Catholic organizations affected by Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita.  

Its charitable work also includes sub-
stantial support for the Catholic Church in 
Rome. The K of C funded the restoration of 
the façade of St. Peter’s Basilica during the 
1980s, and annually underwrites the cost of 
satellite TV broadcasts of liturgical celebra-
tions from Vatican City, including the 
Christmas Midnight Mass. The organization 
has also established a $20 million endow-
ment called the Vicarius Christi Fund. The 
annual proceeds are provided to the pope in 
support of his charitable initiatives. 

In its dimension as a fraternal benefit 
society, the Knights of Columbus provides 
its members a variety of life insurance prod-
ucts for the financial stability of their fami-
lies. One of the most highly rated insurance 
companies in North America, the K of C has 
more than $61 billion of life insurance in 
force and consistently earns the industry’s 
highest independent rankings for fiscal man-
agement and ethical business practices. 

With a little luck we think we will be able 
to attain our 27 new-member quota.  But if 
you know of any Catholic male 18 years or 
older who might benefit from becoming a 
member please encourage them to contact 
me at 301-365-0275.  Did you know our 
lounge is open three evenings a week?  I 
am concerned that we need to install an ef-
ficient smoke eating machine or system.  If 
any one knows how we can do this and has 
ideas as to how pay for it please contact me 
at the above phone number. 

In closing I am sad to say that St. Jane 
de Chantal has informed us that our next 
year’s membership drive has been ban-
ished to the their basement’s Time and Tal-
ent Fair, miles from parishioner arrivals 
and departures from weekend Masses. I 
can,however, end on a happy note for Lit-
tle Flower which has barred us for several 
years has relented and opened its door this 
year to our membership drive. Alas, the 
life of a Grand Knight does have its ups 
and downs!   

(Continued from page 2) 

GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  



Page 5  Apr i l  2007  The Knight Chatter 

 

America entered the 1960s as a well-
established Christian society.  Then early 
in that decade, a series of social, military, 
and religious events occurred which 
changed the culture of the nation.  Anyone 
of these occurrences would have weak-
ened the religious foundations of the coun-
try, but their emergence in rapid succes-
sion created a confluence that over-
whelmed the existing order. 

The nation became involved in the 
Vietnamese struggle for independence in 
the 1950s, first providing military advisors 
and then trainers to the South Vietnamese 
forces.  In 1964, a series of military ac-
tions escalated the conflict into a proxy 
war between the United States and the 
Soviet Union, with large numbers of U.S. 
troops being sent to Vietnam.  The war, 
which lasted until the U.S. military was 
withdrawn in 1975, was very unpopular 
with the American public and led to dissat-
isfaction with the nation’s leaders. 

Discontentment took a violent turn in 
1963, when President John F. Kennedy, 
who was young, charismatic and widely 
admired, was assassinated.  Two years 
later, Malcolm X, a leader in the Black 
community, was shot while delivering a 
speech.  This was followed in 1968 by the 
killing of Robert F. Kennedy, who was 
campaigning for President, and then of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., a Black civil 
rights leader.  These assassinations added 
to the disillusionment of the American 
people in the governing establishment and 
to its ability to bring about political and 
social change. 

Disenchantment was particularly 
strong among the children of the World 
War II veterans, who were then entering 
adulthood.  While the veterans and their 
parents experienced the effects of the 
“Great Depression”, and so were con-
cerned about improving their economic 
status, their children rejected a predomi-
nantly materialistic view of the American 
dream.  A segment of this social group, 
known as hippies, rebelled against estab-
lished institutions, criticized middle class 
values, adopted aspects of non-Judeo-
Christian religions, experimented with 

psychedelic drugs, and promoted peace, 
love and sexual liberation.  The Vietnam 
War, which they strongly opposed, gave 
them a rallying point to promote their 
countercultural views.  The movement hits 
it apogee in August 1969, when over 
500,000 hippies attended the three-day 
Woodstock Music and Art Festival on a 
dairy farm in New York.  Although only a 
small part of the nation’s population, the 
hippies were highly visible and vocal and 
served as an unofficial vanguard for a cul-
ture that was much less religious. 

The loosening of sexual mores ex-
tended to the population as a whole.  In 
1960, the Food and Drug Administration 
approved the pharmaceutical company 
G.D. Searle to market the first oral contra-
ceptive, which was referred to as “the 
Pill.”  Even though its availability was 
limited in most states by statutes that re-
stricted the advertising and sales of contra-
ceptives, sales took off: by 1965, 6.5 mil-
lion American million women were using 
it.  This situation changed when the Su-
preme Court ruled that 
year that prohibiting 
the use of contracep-
tives violated a marital 
right to privacy and, in 
1972, that unmarried 
people had the same 
right to contracep-
tives.  How accepting 
the public was of this 
development, even 
among Catholics, was evidenced in 1968 
when the movie Prudence and the Pill, a 
comedy about adultery and unmarried sex, 
was shown nationwide without any notice-
able backlash. 

Attacks on religion extended to educa-
tion.  If God could be eliminated from the 
classroom, it would be easier in years to 
come, when these children became adults, 
to eliminate God from all public venues.  
In 1962, the U.S. Supreme Court declared 
unconstitutional a strictly voluntary, non-
denominational school prayer composed 
by the New York Board of Regents.  Thus, 
an activity that had been part of American 
life since the beginnings of the nation’s 

history was deemed invalid.  The follow-
ing year, the Supreme Court ruled that 
reading Bible passages or saying the 
Lord’s Prayer in school was unconstitu-
tional, even if all students who requested 
were excused. The Wall Street Journal 
commented that now atheism was “the one 
belief to which the state’s power will ex-
tend its protection.” 

While these transformations were 
occurring in the social arena, the Catholic 
Church was also being altered in unantici-
pated ways.  In 1962, Pope John XXIII 
convened Vatican Council II, in order to 
throw “open the windows of the Church.”  
When the Council closed in 1965, recom-
mendations had been made for modifica-
tions in many aspects of church and litur-
gical affairs.  While the Council’s objec-
tive was to maintain the Faith unaltered, 
but to enunciate it in ways that are relevant 
to the present time, when the recommen-
dations were implemented many far-
reaching changes were introduced in the 
“spirit of Vatican II.”  The result was con-

fusion among the laity 
and inconsistency in 
guidance by the 
clergy. 
 
At a time when the 
social trends in Amer-
ica required a strong 
religious response, 
Catholics as a whole 
did not have the 

knowledge or conviction to stand apart 
from the general flow.  When Pope Paul 
VI issued his encyclical, Humanae Vitae, 
in 1968, affirming the Church’s traditional 
position prohibiting all forms of artificial 
birth control, it was widely disregarded – 
in 1970, it was estimated that two-thirds of 
Catholic women in America were using 
contraceptives, and 20 percent of them 
were on the Pill.  Clearly, the Catholic 
Church was not in a position in the 1960s 
to be the bulwark against the secular and 
irreligious forces changing America.  
Rather, it would have to struggle to bring 
this nation back to its roots at a later time. 

���������	
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Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

THE CULTURAL  TSUNAMI   
(Second of a series of four articles) 

Woodstock, 1969 



The Grand Knight of each council has 
the responsibility to provide the State 
Council a Church, Community, Council, 
Youth and Family Activities Quarterly 
Report. The Programs Director, who in this 
case is the Deputy Grand Knight, should be 
the first in line for support and assistance.  

Both of them should have a Chairman 
for each activity. In doing this, they can be 
assured to receive updated reports at meet-
ing and to get Activities Reports on time. 
You should offer your service to assist 
each of the Chairmen for a smoother deliv-
ery of such performances.  

We members of the Council can also 
be the lay apostolate of the Church. We 
have the members and the organization to 
do what is necessary. One of the ways this 
can be accomplished is to support your 
Parish Round Table (Holy Cross, Holy 
Redeemer, Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Bar-
tholomew and St. Jane Frances de Chan-
tal). As a knight of any one of these par-
ishes, you are automatically a member of 
its Parish Round Table. A council coordi-
nator is assigned to each parish. Simply 
put, members of the council are asked to 
help their pastors and church in ways that 

they may not have considered. Should any 
of you have any questions about this, 
please contact me at 301-469-6099. 

Come up with ideas of how we mem-
bers of Rock Creek Council can be a help 
each of our parishes. Many of you are al-
ready doing things for your parish, let us 
know about it. While you are at it, get oth-
ers to also step forward and help you, or 
join other parish activity. They may even-
tually thank you for getting them started in 
something they enjoy and had never given 
any thought to.  

God Bless. 

 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 
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The Pro-Life Activities Annual 
Submittal has been sent to S/K 
Kevin Jeffords, State Council 
Pro-Life Co-Chairman. Each year 
this is expected from each Coun-
cil’s Pro-Life Chair Couple. They 
asked three questions. As an ex-
ample, and to save space, below 
you have only the 1st question 
and our response to it.   
 

List and describer all Pro-Life activities planned, sponsored, 
and implemented by your council during the past twelve months 
which contributed to the education and participation of members, 
families, parishes or the community in Pro-Life issues. Include the 
date of each activity, number of participants and if applicable, 
amount of funds raised or donated to a Pro-Life organization. 
1. On a number of occasions during the past years, our Council 

hosted a place for Defend Life to bring their guest speakers  
before the Defend Life group and members of our council, 
their wives and guests. This year, on April 21, 2006 our 
speaker was Joe Scheidler. There were about 60 people in 
attendance. Following the speaker, there was a opportunity 
for those in attendance to purchase books, tapes and CD’s. A 
light refreshment was provided by the council. 

2. For approximately ten years, Right to Life, Montgomery 
County, has been using our home facilities (garage and home) 
for the collection of flowers sent from Colombia, South 
America. The preparation and distribution of approximately 
nineteen thousand carnations are sold on Mother’s Day of 
each year to approximately twenty-five parishes. About nine 
thousand dollars were collected. 

3. Each year, Light to Life, Montgomery County distributes pro-
life educational material at the Montgomery County Fair. For 
seven days, August14-20, 2006, volunteers participate for 
four hours each. Pro-Life balloons are distributed, models of 

the development of a children in-uteri are displayed, pam-
phlets are handed out and question answered. As Pro-Life 
couple for the Council, Mary Ann and I have participated in 
the event for a number of years.  

4. Mary Ann is one of the volunteers that works at Birthright of 
Wheaton. Each year there is a Fundraiser. Last November 5, 
2006, they had a dinner and silent auction. Volunteers and 
their spouses are the ones that run the auction. This was held 
at Father Rosensteel Council in Silver Spring. Most of the 
men helping are knights from the surrounding councils. 

5. On November 11, 2006, we had a Pro-Life Rosary in front of 
our council, around the Memorial to the Unborn. About thirty 
members, wives and windows were present. Immediately 
following the rosary, we all went in the council for our Me-
morial Mass. Here there were about seventy in attendance. 

6. The council provided the use of our Hall to pilgrims from 
Texas from January 19 through the 23, 2007 so that they are 
able to visit Washington and to attend the March for Life. In 
addition the space, the council furnishes food where possible. 
This includes continental breakfasts each morning, snacks 
and pizzas in the latter part of the evenings. Transportation is 
supplied for them to go to the stores, transport them to the 
Metro System Transportation. Members sleep over each 
night, to be available to any of the guests needs. 

7. My wife, Mary Ann, is a volunteer for Birthright of Wheaton. 
She is assigned a minimum of three half-days a month. She 
also works in conjunction with St. Raphael’s Parish, by pick-
ing up clothing for young children and mothers that are seek-
ing help at Birthright.  

8. I write a Pro-Life article each month in the Council’s bulletin, 
The Knight Chatter.   
 
Pictures were provided with a number of the items mentioned 

above and copies of the Knight Chatter’s Pro-Life reports were 
submitted.  

The remaining two questions were more in detail and their 
answers longer. I felt that this would give you an idea of what the 
State Council expects us to be doing, and how we must report of 
our activities.   

  

 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 
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The Order of the Knights of Columbus has estab-
lished the Father McGivney Guild to promote the 
cause for canonization of our founder, Father 
Michael J. McGivney.  The goal of the Guild is to 
spread the good work about his holiness of life, to 
encourage devotion to his memory, and to seek his 
intercession before the throne of God. 

The Guild is open to anyone who wishes to share 
in this mission.  All you need to do is fill the applica-
tion below and mail it in to become enrolled.  There 
is no charge to enroll, but donations are gratefully 
accepted. 

The Guild is anxious to receive reports of favors 
received through Father McGivney’s intercession.  It 

is not only miracles that are required to move the 
cause forward, but witnesses to the power of the 
servant of God’s prayers before the throne of God. 

As a member of the Guild you will receive a 
newsletter and periodic updates on the progress of the 
cause for canonization. 

Do it now! 

$69.00 per person includes: 
Green fees, Cart, Hot Lunch, Prizes & 

Beverages on Course 
 

Any questions?  
Call Paul Weber at 410-879-0558  

or email  apaulweber@msn.com 
 

Foursomes are limited!   
Reservation and payment must be made 

no later than April 27th 
Send check payable to:  

And mail to:�
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Maryland State Council Convention Fund 

Paul Weber, 2223 Larchmont Drive, Fallston, MD  21047 

(Please Print)                                              Name                                                                     Council #                        Telephone # 
 

Team Captain _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Player #2        _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Player #3        _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Player #4        _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Rock Creek Seniors Rock Creek Seniors Rock Creek Seniors Rock Creek Seniors     
 

Sunday, April 22, 2007 
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 Dance to the music provided by 

���������	
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�����
������
���
�

 Cantrel Hall 
Rock Creek Knights of Columbus 

5417 Cedar Lane 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

 
 Barbecue Luncheon 

 

 Cost: $20 per person 
 

 $1. Cash Bar 
 

 Reservations are a must by Friday,  April 20 
 

 Make check payable to “Rock Creek Seniors” 
 

 Mail your check to: Tom Locraft,  
5906 Tudor Lane,  

Rockville, MD 20852 
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On Thursday, February 22, 2007, our Council held a First Degree Exemplification.  
On that occasion, eleven new members were admitted into our Organization, seven of 
which belong to our Council.  Our new Brother Knights are:  Bernard Durn and Vicente 
Notario from St. Jane de Chantal Parish, John F. Reutermann from St. Raphael’s 
Church, Michael James Reutermann from Blessed Sacrament Church in Washington, 
DC, Brian Winkler from Holy Redeemer, and José Francisco. 

Congratulations, Brother Knights, and welcome to our Order.  Make sure you be-
come active, and you will be surprised with what you’ll get out of it.  There is a line of 
future best friends awaiting you.  See you at our next meeting! 

MEMBERSHIP  ACTIVITIES 
PGK Vince Bunag, Chairman 

ROCK  CREEK  COUNCIL  HOLDS A 
FIRST DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION  

we are to forgive each other. 
The Lord Jesus is the source of our 

salvation and our model of forgiveness.  
Countless times we hear in the Gospels that 
Jesus preached about the need to forgive.  
Even as He was dying on the cross, he 
prayed to His Father to forgive those who 
put him to death. 

Confession is good for us at any time, 
but especially at this time of the year.  

God Bless you, 
Monsignor Gatto 

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

Rock Creek’s Brother Knights their 
Ladies and friends are encouraged to at-
tend the Maryland Catholic Conference’s 
23rd annual Lobby Night in Annapolis on 
February 19.  There you will meet with 
your elected legislators to advocate for 
life and social justice issues.  To learn 
more about Lobby Night and to register 
go to http://mdcathcon.org.  If you do not 
have access to the Internet you can regis-
ter by calling Chris Santo of MCC at 301-
261-1979. 

The Archdiocese of Washington will 
provide bus transportation leaving at 1:15 
pm from ST. John the Evangelist, 10103 
Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring ($10); 

leaving at 12:45 pm from St. Martin’s, 
201 Frederick Avenue Gaithersburg 
($10); leaving at 1:30 pm from St Camil-
lus, 1600 St. Camillus Drive, Silver 
Spring ($10).  To register for bus trans-
portation call Helen Douglas at 310-853-
4547 

GK Bill Morris and Community 
Chairman John Bruce attended January 
MCC staff briefings on the issues in-
volved.  If you have any questions please 
call John Bruce at 301-652-5490 or Bill 
Morris at 301-365-0275.  We Knights and 
ladies of the Auxiliary should make a 
good showing at this important Catholic 
event. Hope we see you there.       

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
LOBBY NIGHT  IN  ANNAPOLIS 
By GK William J. Morris, Jr. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
REPORT  
Thomas Stallone, Chairman 

 
By the time 
you read this, 
the Chess 
Tour n amen t 
will be immi-
nent… or it 
has happened 
already! 
Of course we 
have to pre-
pare our Chat-
ter reports by 

a deadline and there’s no way we can 
foresee the final results of this event.  
Still, while I write this, the plans are set 
and every should go as planned. 

Make sure you read this column next 
month, when we expect to have a com-
plete report. 

Good luck to all participants! 
If you need more information, con-

tact me at 703-898-2133 or through e-
mail at tastallone1@comcast.net 
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COUNCIL                   ST . PATRICK ’ S DAY                 SENIORS  
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The Knight Chatter 

We had over 70 members 
and guests at our annual St. Pat’s 
party-meeting.  We were honired 
to have Brother Ed Adams, our 
Associate Chaplain John Shew-
maker and his wife Monica, Dea-
con Bob Hubbard and his wife 
Charlene, Sister Mary Adams, 
and our Grand Knight Bill Mor-
ris and First Lady Jennie. 

Chesapeake Catering did 
another great job and we al  en-
joyed the music by Dorothy Busch.  Unfortu-
nately we again had several who came with-
out reservations and a number of checks that 
were received after the deadline.  This creates 
a major problem! 

Many thanks to Tom Locraft for 
the flyer and putting the reserva-
tions together, he was just back 
from Florida (Ithink); Ann Doby 
& Hilda Stofko for running the 
50/50; Jean Gordon and Janet 
Connors for handling the front 
door; Darlene Coleman for the 
mailing, which is a lot of work!; 
V.P. Jim Young & Bill Kiley for 
tending the bar, and to Charlie 
and Marge Swanke for the beau-

tiful table decorations and cleaning up.  
(Happy Birthday, Marge!) 

On April 22 we will hold another Coun-
try-Western Party. We expect a very large 
cowd for this function as the last one had over 
100 attending. A flyer will be sent to all 
members who did not attend our St. Pat’s 
Party.  There is also a flyer in this issue of the 
Chatter.  Make your reservations early! 

I don’t know what we are going to do for 
our May meeting.  Would anyone like to 
chair a function?  Give me a call. 

Our membership continues to grow and 
we have now reached 150 members!  The 
2007 dues is now past due.  Let’s get caught 
up.  It is just $12.00 per member. 

Remember to support our Council func-
tions and to invite your clergy to ours. 
GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR MILITARY! 

 
 PRAYER CORNER 

In your prayers, remember:  Mannie 
Aragón, Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill 
Bartels, Tom Becker, William “Will” Bello, 
Larry and Eileen Bisnett, John Bruce, PGK 
Larry Cain, Ray Celada, Dr. Lou Chacos, 
Jinny Chwirut, Kathleen Dwyer, Dick Fay, 
PGK Peter Ferrigno, Ed Flaim, Marge Gal-
lery, Katharine Giodati, FS Art and  Carole 
Hanley, Stacey Harim, Bob Hilton, Marie 
Horan, Wally Khayat, Fr. Matt Kieman, 
Gertrude King, Julia Marcus (Art Hanley’s 
granddaughter), James Marketos, Tony Mas-
tro, Leona Newton, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Mau-
reen Patrice, Anna Pitcher, Fr. David Pollak, 
George and Joan Reed, Helen Rogers (sister 
of Hilda Stofko), Pat Siemien, Gloria Skapik 
Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Mildred 
Swank, Ray Timm, Joselyn Walter Graham 
and Regina Walter, Barbara Waters, R. Joyce 
Waters, Miriam Webster, my cousin Bernice 
Wilt, Morgan Wooten, Karen Zack and Fran 
& Frank Zello. 

PGK Bob Waters 

 

 
CHAPLAINS 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 
Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 

 
GRAND KNIGHT 

William J. Morris  -  301-365-0275 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-432-7838 
CHANCELLOR 

Thomas L. McGregor  -  301-530-7681 
WARDEN 

Manuel A. Aragón  -  301-530-4798 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Arthur G. Hanley - 301-881-3423 

RECORDER 
Joseph Murphy, PGK – 301-762-2418 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli – 301-299-5745 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK  -  301-469-8453 

INSIDE GUARD 
Stephen Schwartz  -  301-654-6724 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin  -  301-654-5543 

 
TRUSTEES 

1-Year - Neil Dorian, PGK - 301-977-3840 
2-Year - E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II - 301-445-3238 
3-Year - John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240 - 432 - 7838 
CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

Peter Ferrigno, PGK  -  301 - 469 - 6099 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

John H. Bruce  - 301 - 652 - 5490 
COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

Manuel A. Aragón  -  301 - 530 - 4798 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

Neil Dorian, PGK  -  301 - 977 - 3840 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Thomas A. Stallone  - 703 - 898 - 2133 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693 

LECTURER 
Joseph P. Aukward  -  301 - 530 - 2889 

 
PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 

Robert C. Waters, PGK – 301 - 493 - 8883 
 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 

William J. Morris  -  301 - 365 - 0275 
4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 

Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK  -  301- 469 - 6099 
 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
 
 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 
CHATTER EDITOR 

E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II – 301-445-3238 
e-mail – eribanez@comcast.net 
CHATTER MAILING CAPTAIN 

John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 
WEBMASTER 

Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 
 

BUILDING  MANAGER 
Arthur G. Hanley - 301-881-3423 

 
COUNCIL OFFICES – 301-530-2427 

If you haven’t visited the Knights of Co-
lumbus Web site in a while, I encourage you to 
do so the next time you’re online.  We’ve 
added many new features to www.kofc.org, but 
there are two that I wish to make you especially 
aware of. 

The first is our member testimonial area, 
titled “Stages of Life.”  In this multi-media 
area, six “real-life” stories are told – stories of 
people at different stages of their lives.  
Chances are, one of them will sound a lot like 
you.  These people talk about how their 
Knights of Columbus agent took the time to 
demonstrate for them the need for life insur-
ance in their lives.  I’ll be happy to do that for 
you and your family as well. 

The second is our Life Insurance Calcula-
tor.  This handy, easy-to-use online tool was 
developed to allow you, in about 15-20 min-
utes, to estimate the amount of life insurance 
coverage you need.  The information you’ll be 
asked to provide will be basic (the type most 
folks would tend to have at their fingertips), 
and secure (it’s intended to be used solely for 
the purposes of the online calculator – the Or-
der won’t capture it or share it with anyone, 
including me!). 

I stress that the number you’ll receive is an 
estimate, based on the basic information you 
provide.  It’s not intended to take the place of 
the free, professional needs analysis that I’ll be 
happy to provide for you and your family.  
Give me a call – I’d like to meet with you. 

Fraternal Benefits Advisor 
JAM E S  D.  FINN ,  M.B.A. 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com 
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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1   Palm Sunday 
CHESS 

TOURNAMENT 
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AUXILIARY 
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9 10 
EXECUTIVE 

7:30 pm 
 

11  
SENIORS 

12:30 pm 
K-C Club 
7:30 p.m 

12 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00 

13 14 
Auxiliary 

CARD PARTY 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Seniors 

Country-Western 
Party 

23 
 

24 
 

25 26 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00 
FIRST DEGREE 
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30 
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
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4 
TEACHERS 

APPRECIATION 
AND AWARDS 

5 
�

6 
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7 8 
EXECUTIVE 

7:30 pm 
AUXILIARY 

1:30 pm 

9 
SENIORS 

12:30 pm 
K-C Club 
7:30 p.m 

10 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00 

11 12 
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